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Octob. 30, 1715. 
SIR, 


ND E R the Comical Title in the following 

Papers, you will find ſome coarſe rough 
Strokes, as of a bad Painter of that High-Church 
Spirit, calling itſelf ſo, that has brought us to the 


Danger we have been in. II promiſe you they 


are taken from the Life , being moſt founded on 


Matters of Fatt in my own Converſation, the 
Originals yet living: The Defign is to ſhow thoſe 


Gentlemen the Diſagreeableneſs of it to what they 
profeſs themſelves, The Plan believe is good, 
if the Materials were poliſht and improv'd by a 
finer Hand ; put it to what uſe you pleaſe after 
it has told you I gratefully remember the good 
ces you were ready to do me when I was in 
own, and that 


7 I am, 


* 


Your Friend and Servant, 


P. X 


We are here Aſſociating to appear on Occa- 
ſion for the King. 
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FH O' the Tory is naturally of a ſan- 
| 2128 guine Complexion, and conſequent- 
ly from the Impulſes of an airy Ge- 
nius, inclin'd much to the frolick- 
ſom, to make ſometimes rakiſh Fol- 
lies, and ic!dom breaks himſelf of an Addiction 
to ſwearing pretty much, and drinking or ſo: 
Yet for all that, abating theſe human Frailtics, 
the Guilt of which is chargeable on his Conſti- 
tution the true old Engliſh Tory was a hearty 
jolly and generous Creature, an honeſt Man in 
the main, a fair and eaſie Companion, that 
lov'd his Friend and his Bottle, his King and 
his Country, acted above-board with all Man- 
kind, and did every thing en Cavalier, and 
like a Man of Spirit and Honour, above con- 
certing the Execution of his Deſigns with Cap- 
tain Tom and his Foot 3 whom he abhor d 


as 
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as foul ,Practicers, nor admitted to be of his 
Gang, and I had indeed a great Veneration 
and Reſpect for them, having found a great deal 
of Heartineſs and Candour when fell in among 


them, as Men that profeſt no more than they 


would ſtand to. But our preſent Set of dege- 
nerate Mortals, that call themſelves of the High- 
Way, and act under their doubty chief Per- 
kin, and would pals for the Tory Race, have 
nothing of this Sort of Man in them, but the 
empty Name, upon the Credit of which, and 
that of ſome of the old Stamp, they ſubſiſt, but 
are an abandon'd Crew of vile Pretenders, that 
make the 70. Name only their Diſguiſe, being 
at the Bottom nothing like them, but the very 
Reverle of genuine Toryiſm, that onght to be 
hunted like Wolves or Banditti out of the Com- 
munity ; being glad to take into their Body all 
the Scum and Dregs of the Nation, ſo that if 
we reſolve the Body into its preſent Conſtitu- 
ents, never was there a more ſorry Collection, 
or from Head to Tayl ſuch a Jumble of Wretches 
bound up in a Party together, publick Sel- 
lers and Betrayers of their Queen and Country; 

aality of ſhatter'd Fortunes and Reputa- 
tioas, whoſe Honour was going after their 
Eicates, perjur d Stateſmen, Officers diſcarded 
for Cowardice or Treachery, broken Mer- 
chants, Bankrupt Tradeſmen, raw and unex- 
periencd young Gentlemen, hardly come to 
Years of Diſcretion ; here and there an old Do- 
tard paſt it; Deſperadoes that know they can- 
not be worſe; Rakes reduc'd to hard Shifts to 
live; half witted Country Squires that know 
not 


SB) 


not when they are well, or what ails them ; 
thick-skull'd Aldermen, not a- few in- Country 
Borroughs; Papiſts, Jacobites, and Non-jurors, 
Jeſuits and Prieſts, in Conjunction with the 
Dregs of the lower hot-brain'd Clergy of the 
Church of England ſome Thouſands : Whores 
and Rogues of all Dcnominations, in Gaols 
and out, to a Man. Theſe are the ſeveral Or- 
ders into which thoſe of the High-Way, that! 
ſet up at preſent for Tories may be (ſo far as 1 
can obſerve) diſtributed. Theſe, Mighty 
Gro ko, thou Pillar of Proteſtantiſm, and 
only, at preſent, humane Hope of Britiſh Liber- 
ty and Religion, are a Liſt of the Forces that 
aſſault thy Throne, Ezg!/b High-Waymen, 
and Scotch Highlanders, however numerous, 
vet I hope not formidable; and like their Per- 
ſons are their Practices and Methods, by which 
they ſupport their Cauſe, and keep up their 
languiſhing Credit with the People; of which I 
ſhall only take Notice of their, 

1/t. Brutiſh Slandering and Calumny. 

2dly. Impudent Spirit of Lying, for theſe, at 
preſent, are the Summ of High-Way Strata- 
gems. 

Firſt. Brutiſh Slandering and Calumny, 
without any Regard to Truth or Decency, what 
bitter and envenom'd Slanders have not this en- 
rag'd Generation of Vipers darted out againſt all 
that come not up to al! the Terms of their 
High-way, without Reſpect to Age or Sex, 
Station or Relation; What virulent Aſperſions 
have they not firſt daubed. His Majeſtics ſacred 
Character withal > What is there, or what is 
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by (4) 
there not that might ill affect it, that they have 
not try'd to faſten upon it by barbarous Inſi- 
nuations? All the Contradictions of Vice and 
Infirmity are thrown upon him, ſometimes he 1s 
a poof weak Frince, even to Contempt, that lets 
his Miniſtry ride and do what they will with 
him, then he his a dangerous deep thinking 
one, that we are in the utmoſt Apprehenſion ot 
Tyranny from; now we are to believe him an 
indo'ent unactive Piece, that looks after no- 
thing, anon he is ſo prying and inquiſitive, e- 
ven into the inferior Parts of his Domeſtick 
Occonomy, that fhows a littleneſs of Soul; 
one while he 1s affable to a Fault, ſo as not to 
keep up the State and Dignity of Majeſty e- 
nough; at another he takes upon him more 
than the Law allows; How has he been beſpat- 
ter'd by Word and Action, by a Race of Hell- 
Hounds in every Borough almoſt of his King- 
dom, where the Gentlemen of the High-Way 
have any Influence, with the ſcandalous Mock- 
cry of groſs Repreſentations, whilſt falſe heart 
ed Magiſtrates have turn'd his own Power that 
they derive from him upon him, and made it 
vindicate his Afronters, and either fit behind 
the Curtain prime Movers of the traytcrous 
Farce, or with ſuch ſneering Reprehenſions, 
pretended to check the ſcoundrel Actors, as 
was both Connivance and Conſent ; And if they 
| have calld the Maſter of the Houſe, Beelzebub, 
hu much more ſhall they cal? them of his Houjhold ? 
| What Scurrility has been ſpared againſt the 
| Prince? what groundleſs Suggeſtions of mu- 
| tual Unnaturalneſs are whiſper d, torſooth, out of 
Tenderneſs 
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Tenderneſs to their Reputations : But oh! The 
King cannot endure him, nor he his Father, 
With a long Item of all that Malice can invent; be- 
fide, to create mean Thoughts of him; neither 
the Princeſſes Sex, nor her unſpotted Fame can 
ſecure her from being a Mark ot their Blaſphemy, 
but they will keep throwing their Dirt at her, 
tho” they are ſure it is not like to ſtick; nor can 
the tender Age and Innocence of their Royal 
Oflspring protect them, but in this their Maſſacre 
of Reputation, the Prelude to that of Life, it 
ſcems reſolv d to go thorough ſtitch, and make 
no Diſtinct ion, but all are to go to Pot, and 
fare alike, as in the Proſcriptions of old Ages, 
by a mutual barter of Life, all are to be given 
up, and Prince Frederick and his Siſters the 
Princeſſes, are to be moulded into all the Po- 
ſtures of Dutch Drols, by way of Anticipation 
of Diſloyalty, for the provident Race of the 
High- / ay, not content to play the Devil them- 
{clves tor the preſent, out of their abundant 
Care and Foreſight, are providing Materials of 
Undutifuineſs tor their Children, to the third 
Generation. But O the Miniſtry! You mon- 
ſtrous Miniſtry! What Puritan Tongue, or 
Geneva Painter ever drew the Pope in ſo many 
Shapes of various Uglincſs and Deformity, 
with all his Heads, Horns, and Hoss, Teeth 
and Claws about him, as you are fer out in 
the villainous Houſe of Lords! Ye beggarly 
Houſe of Commons! Ye Scoundrel Arch-Bi- 
ſhopsand Biſhops, whole very Lawn Sleeves are 
black and tarniſh'd with Phanaticiſm; How are 
your Coats every where blazon'd? What a Fi- 
; | gure 
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gure will you make in High-Way Annals, it 
you go on at this Rate? How will you anſwer 
calling Men to Account as you do, for no o- 
ther Earthly thing but following their Profeſſion, 
and robbing their Country publickiy in the 
High-Way ? What will future Ages ſay of you, 
for perſecuting, as you do, ſo many worthy 
Leaders of the High- Way-Gangs, ſettmg a 
Price upon their Heads for nothing elſe in Na- 
tare than Treaſon and Rebellion, making the 
Nation pay for their Apprehenſion, as Pariſh 
Officers do for Foxes and Pole-Cats? Is it not 
fine Work to clap them up juſt when they had 
both their Heads and Hands full of Buſineſs, fo 
that it is even morally impoſſible tor them to 
do as they had promis'd, and keep rouch with 
their Confederates Abroad. Suppoſe at this 
critical ſuncture the Pretender ſhould. land, my 
Lord Mar ſhould get an Advantage, ſo as to 
bave it proper for the High- Waymen every 
where to make their concerted Effort; Pray 
who ſhall lead the Mob of Somerſetſbire, if Sir 
William W/——m is clap'd up, or the Tinners in 
Cornwall, if thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it was, are 
confined ? Who will keep up the Spirit of the 
clowniſh Folks of Sherbourn, the Knaves of 
Briſtol, the Aſſes of Mils in going on in drink- 
ing the Preteader's Health, and ſtanding ſo 
briskly againſt the King as they do; if the 
Men that are the Lite of the Cauſe are put to 
fach Hardſhips ? Is it not fine Work when ho- 
neſt Gentlemen have broke thro' their Oaths, 
their Principles, thro' all that is Solemn and 
Sacred, and all this to keep their Words with 

| their 
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their Friends, and when they have done all 
that lies in them, you at laſt ſhould clap them 
up? The World muſt be ſenſible. that if there 
be a Failure 'tis none of their Fault, and if the 
Pretender's Deſigns miſcarry, upon you be it, 
they are clear, and have done all that Men 
could do: Theſe are as well grounded Articles 
of High-Way Clamours, againſt the Govern- 
ment, as moſt of their other Pretences: What 
a notable Project was that of the High-way 
Members, to agree all to withdraw themſelves 
into their Counties a Mob: raiſing, whilſt the 


worthy Body that ſtuck to their King and 


Countries Service, were to be branded with 
the Name of the Rump? How like the Thing 
is, how natural and eaſie the Conceit, to liken 
the Fag end of thoſe that drew their King and 
Lords trom them; to the Lords and Commons 
with their King at their Head: Then the 
Church is to be deſtroy'd, yea that it is, and 
the Period, once, twice, thrice ſet, before 
which its Ruin was to be accompliſh'd. Well 
nothing is done like it, unleſs by themſelves ; 
but every thiffg to the contrary: Are they 
aſnam'd? Do they own the Miſtake > Excuſe 
the Injuſtice of the Reproach? No, they are 
no more concern'd has an Almanack-Maker 
alter his laſt Years Pred ict ions happening quite 
contrary, and with the ſame unſhaken Impu- 
dence, like him, go on and ſtill perſiſt in pub- 
liſhing freſh Sets of Prophecies, and {till find 


Fools, (the more's the Pity) tho' ſo often cheat - 


ed, to believe them. But this brings me to. the 


Second Branch of the High-Way Policy. 
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24ly, Impudent Lying; for the Devil ſeems 
to have poured out the Spirit of Lying in great 
Abundance, upon the whole High-way Herd, 
Prieſts and Lay-Siſters, as well as Brethren; 
for they, as amongſt the Quakers, are come to 
ſpeak of late, and are many of them powerfully 
gifted, having frequently Agitations and Sub- 
agitations, Vapours, and many other Eviden- 
ces of having had ſomething more than ordi- 
nary in them; and the Men not being ſo ſafe- 
ly at Liberty at preſent, ro exerciſe the Gift of 
Utterance; that the Highway Cauſe may not 
ſuffer by the Iniquity of the ungodly Times, 
they, in the mean while, ſupply the Defect; 
and changing the natural Uſe of cheir Tongue 
(ſpeaking of Family Concerns) to that which is 
againſt Nature (modelling of the State and Po- 
liticks) hold forth with very great Applaule for 
the Pretender, and againſt the King, with all 
that modeſt Gracefulneſs, and Hbilline Sereni- 
ty, that flows from Females talking, as we ſay, 
as if the Devil werc in them; and with all that 
Strength of Reaſoning that is proper to thoſe, 
who {peak of that which they know nothing 
of. So that the High-way Woman, a Creature 
not heard of till of late Days, that Species be- 
ing heretofore like J/odcocks, all he's; are 
grown little inferior to the Males in all edity— 
ing Performances, elpec.ally that of Lying. 
But as to this Lying, as I was ſaying, of the 
Gentlemen that diſtinguiſh'd themſelves by fol- 
lowing the High-way, we may divide it into 
two Sorts, Negative and Poſitive Lying: Or, 
aſſerting what is Falſe. 2. Denying what is 
true: 
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true : Inſtances of both Sorts are ſuch as fol- 
lows ; for there is nothing that is ſo improba-, 
ble, abſurd, inconſiſtent, impoſſible, which they 
will not aver, ſwear to, ſtand to, will not 
be beat by any Evidences of Demonſtration, 
from believing : A preparative Qualification, 
very proper for thoſe who are inclin'd to the 
Religion, where Tranſubſtantiation is proteſt. 
You would think it no hard Matter, I ſuppoſe, 
to convince reaſonable People, that the * I 
15 no Republican, The Biſhops no Presbyterians, 
The Duke of M———-£2h a pretty good Soldier, 
and no Coward, My Lord N——ham no Pha- 
natick; do not you miſtake, nor pretend to 
enter the Liſts with a High-Way B:got upon 
any of theſe Thefis's, in hopes of doing this ; 
you may as ſoon convince an Old Quaker, and 
loſe your Labour as much as if you went to 
erſwade a Reſidentiary in Bedlam out of the 
himſies that have. fix d themſelves upon his 
Imagination. TI have took Pains my ſelf with a 
Young High-Wayman, to convince him, that 
the Letters in the Report of the Secret Committe, 
were not Forgeries of the Committecs, but re- 
ally writ by the Perſons whoſe they are ſaid to 
be, but to no Purpoſe, for tho' he was but 
lately initiated in the Myſteries of the High- 
Way, yet his Obſtinacy was Proof againſt all 
Conviction ; for I find, that is the Rule and Diſ- 
cipline amongſt them, when a Lye is once 
given out for the good of the High-Way 
cauſe to ſtick to it to the very laſt, and noe to 
give it up without freſh Order from ſome of 


the Managers above, which makes them ſome- 
| times 
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times ridiculouſly out of Time in their Belief, 
and affirm Things ſhocking even to common 
Senſe, and yet they muſt, as they are true Sons 
of the High-Way keep on, tho' themſelves 
know well enough tis damnably falſe that they 
aſſert, till they have a Permit from the Party to 
lay it down, and take up ſome freſher coin'd, 
and more colourable Forgery: Thus when they 
hare ſaid a thing ſo long till they find that every 
one that hears, does that for them, which they 
ſhould do for themicives, bluſh, and they per- 
cieve it no longer maintainable, without being 
exposd dauy to publick Hoot and Laughter; 
yet they ſhall not quit their Belief of it, with- 
out firſt going to jome neighbouring Director, 
Squire or Prieſt in the Secret, and from whom 
they take their Cue, to beg leave to ſtand to it 
no longer, and to know what's now to be done, 
and to detire either ſome new turn to be given 
it, to come off by, or ſome freſher and leis ſul- 
ſom Lye, inſtead of that which is now to be 
laid down, and no more to be ſaid of. Thus 
that the Peace made by the late Miniſtry was 
a ſafe and honourable Peace, when all Mankind 
burſt out a Laughing, to hear, it is what they 
are yet kept up to, and cannot get their Supe- 
riors to diſcharge them from avowing, tho' 
they muſt have demonſtrated to their Chiefs, 
that it jntolerably expoſes them to Scorn and 
Deriſion: It was at leaſt a Fortnight after, no 
Man in his Senſes doubted of B———hkes be- 
ing run to France; when the truſty Followers 
of the High- Way were ſtill to affirm the con- 
trary, and that the Report was a malicious 
82 | | IP hig 
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Whig Lye only: It was a long Month after 
O—-nd ſtole away, that he was ſtill to be de- 
clar'd and believd'in Ezz/and, and that no- 
thing but his Addiction to the High- Way made 
malicious low People ſay otherwiſe. Well, 
when Things grew too flagrant any longer to 
be conceal d, or for any human Power to bra- 
zen out; What then? Are they to have been 
miſtaken ? No, by no means, that's againſt 
High-Way Principles, which is never to own 
themſelves in the Wrong, or to do what's in- 
genuous, but decently to wave and drop it in 
Diſcourſe, look unconcern'd, and put a good 
Face upon it, and go on, and take up inſtead, 
{ome newer Shams that may better paſs ; ſuch 
as, The Matter of the Pretender is all a Flam of 
the KINGs, only that he may have a ſtanding 
Army, or what the Miniſtry groundleſiy put in his 
Head: The Mobs that roſe were all Phanaticks : 
The' Presbyterians pull'd down their own Meeting- 
Houſes : The Scotch and Northern Rebels are all 
Low-Churchmen The Arms the Miniſtry {took in 
Several Places were lodg'd there by themſelves : 
H—vey ſtabb'd not himſelf : None of the Gentle- 
men that are took up are for the Pretender, but are 
only impriſon'd for their Love and Zeal for the Church 
F England, &c. Theſe, and ſuch like are High- 
Way Poſitions, profeſt as the Creed; in ſhort, 
there is nothing ſo weak, ſo nonſenſical, this 
poor ſtupid Race, given up to believe a Lye, 
do not, if they ſpeak ſincerely, believe: No- 
thing ſo monſtrous, if they ſpeak inſincerely, 
which they ſtick at ; ſuch a lying Spirit is put 
in the Months of all the Pretender's Prophets, 
C 2 that 
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that encourage him to go up againſt the KING 
of Britain and proſper: And this therefore be- 
ing the State of the High-Way Cauſe, I con- 
clude that the Gentlemen of that Way, that at 
preſent would be thought Tories, are not ſo, 
but diſguis'd Cheats that utterly diſgrace the 
Tory Name and Party, and that the true Tory 
Race, that has been dwindling ever ſince the 
High- Way name came up, is extinct ever ſince 
_ Auguſt the 1/t. 1714. All that were good 
Men that remain'd, having thrown them- 
ſelves into other Bodies, carrying with them 
'their Loyalty, and packing up all that was 
valuable in their Way and Principles, finding 
themſelves overrun with ſuch a ſcandalous 
Swarm of High-Way Vermin, rampant and 
predominant amongſt them; to confirm which, 


my Aſſertion, I offer farther the following Par- 


ticulars of the Tories well known Principles and 
Practices, which are manifeſt Contradictions to 
thoſe of the High-Way, at preſent. | 


Loyalty, Paſſrue-Obedience, and Non- Reſiſtance. 


Firſt, It is well known by every Body, that 
the chief, nay almoſt ſole fundamental of Tory- 
iſm, and the grand Characteriſtick, by which 
they diſtinguiſh themſelves, is Loyalty, of the 
Reputation, of which they are ſo very greedy, 
that they will let none elſe come in-with them 
for any Share of it, but monopolize this whole 
virtuous Commodity all to themſelves, and are 

extreamly jealous of all Competition in it, 
ſo that not content with the ordinary De- 
grees 
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grees of common Loyalty, they carry it to an 
exalted Pitch peculiar to themſelves, which 
they glory in, and that is their Doctrine of Paſ- 
' ftve-Obedience and Non-Reſiſtance, in which as 
their endearing Quality to the Crown, they 
have ever pretended to ſurpaſs the Whigs. I 
call it their Paſſive-Obedience, becauſe, you mult 
know, that the Difference between H/hig and 
Tory about Paſſive-Obedience and Non-Reſiſtance, 
is not concerning the Truth of the Doctrine 
and Duty of Paſſive-Obedience and Non-Refi- 
ſtance, ſimply and abſolutely in it ſelf, which 
admits of no Diſpute, there being no Man in 
his Senſes, that is fit to live in a Community, who 
when he underſtands what is meant by it, but 
muſt acknowledge it due from Subjects to Go- 
vernment, and to theſupream Powers, own'd, by 
him, to be ſuch ; for to ſay that Government, as 
ſuch, or the ſupream Power qua talis is not un- 
conditionally to be ſubmitted to, is down=- 
right Nonſenſe and Contradi&ion ; For how 1s 
it Government it it does not govern? And how 
is it Supream if any Thing is above it. Thus 
far therefore both hig and Tory agree, that 
Non- Reſiſtance and Paſſive Obedience is a Duty in 
general ; but the Article of their Diſtin&ion 
as to it, is, concerning the Mode and Rules of 
Practice of it, under our Conſtitution, which 
is its proper Object, and what Notes and Qua- 
lifications are eſſential to conſtitute it to every 
Subject, and ſufficient Evidence to him to make 
his Aſſent to its ſo being, and conſequently 
the practical Non- Refiſtancè of it, his Duty. And 
thus far alſo, both Mig and Tory are 2 

. | avout 
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about its Object under our Conſtitution, that 
it is the King, for this is imply'd in his Titles 
given him by Law, Our Soverergu Lord, (In 


Atts of Parliament) Sup, eum Governour 1 theſe 


his Realms, and all other his Dominions an Coun- 
tries, over all Perſons, in all Caujcs, as well k;ccle- 
fraftical as Temporal. (55% Cannon) But here 
then ariſes the Difference of Mig and Tory, 
Palſſive-Obedience and Non-R?fiſtance, which they 
both own to be a Duty to the Kixs, its proper 
Object on both Sides granted. 

The Tories zealous for the Rights of the 
Crown, and jeaious leaſt thoſe Allayes with 
which our Conſtitution has wiſely and happily, 
both for Prince and Subject, temper'd ana li- 
mited the Abſoluteneſs of the Sovereign will, 
ſhould by Degrees work it of from its monar— 
chical Nature, into another Form ot Govern— 
ment aud Fundamentals, at laſt change and 
reduce it to a contrary & gimen, have run their 


Notions ſo far and high the other Way, as to 


inſiſt on the Duty of Paſſive Obedience and Vn 
Reſiſtance, as due to the King abſolutely, and 
an unreſerv'd Submiſſion to be due trom us, 
not only to his political, but to his natural 
Will, any Way - ſignified, without Reſpe& to 


any Circumſtances of Qualification, or the le- 


gal ſettled and mutual citabliſh'd Modes, and 
agreed on Forms of its Promulgation, that 
Limit and Qualify it betwcen him and the Sub- 
ject, but barely convey'd, without any of the 
Political Circumſtances made, the Notes eſſen- 


tial to the Subject's Acknowledgment of it, 


and his Power acting, not only legally, but 
- | without, 


wr 
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without, or even contrary ta Form or legal 
Sect ement; ſtili they ſay it is the proper Ob- 


ject. 0 Trrefiſtibility, and to be paſſively ſub- 


n , it Cannot be actively comply d 
We, and cx2cuced, and that however hard 
or vo picfive., however manifeſtly convulſive, 
anc /uyveritys of the whole legal Frame, it may 
appe:r ty private Perſons, yet the Subject ſtill 
017: without Recalcitration, to let it have its; 
En<ct. ; : 

I og, on the other Side, profeſſes the 
King's Wil co be, the proper Object of Paſſive- 
O-21i-ne, and irreſiſtible; but not his ſimple 
natural W Ad, uniels it is politically circum- 
ſtantiated, parliamentarily expreſt and pro- 
muigeu, aud having the regular Concurrence: 
of tue Lor.'s and Commons duly attending it, 
and conveys 1:t ie to the Subject, under thoſe 
ſtated Forms, call'd Laws, without, or againſt 
which, it ſelt has conſented there ſhall lye no 
Necetlity o Acknowledgment of it upon the 
Subject ; o chat tho they pay the greateſt Re- 
ſpect and D:tterence to the Authority of the 
private and natural Royal Will, appearing 
without the ſettied Notes, and not legiſlatively, 
and own that even ſo it ought not otherwiſe: 
to be contradicted, but in the moſt extraor- 
dinary Caſes, and. that nothing but the utmoſt 
Neceſlity, and laſt Extremity, threaten'd to the 
Conſtitution, and the Fundamentals of Right 
and Liberty by it, can juſtify Oppoſition and 
Diſobedience to it; yet ſtill it is not ſo fully the 
Supream, to have abſolute Irreſiſtability due to 
it,, but where it is cloath'd. with its. Parlia- 
| x mehtary 
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mentary Circumſtances, or contradicts not any 


of the previouſly ſettled Legiſlative Declara- 
tions of its ſelf, There, by Conſent of both 


Parties, the excepted Caſes of Neceflity ceaſe, 


and Paſſive-Obedience abſolute, is the Subject's 
Duty. 

Bur now our High-Way Gentlemen are ſo 
far from ſticking to the Doctrine of Tory Paſſive- 
Obedience, due to the RN alone, tho' abſtract- 
ed and disjoin'd from the Parliament, that they 


fall ſhort even of P/higiſh Non-Refſtance, having 


neither of thoſe Pretences that alone can make 


Reſiſtance lawful, to colour their preſent Pra- 


ctices withal, either that the Kino has any 
ways broke in upon the Fundamental Laws, or 
that he has not the Lords and Commons regu- 
larly conſenting, to make his Adminiſtration 
fully irreſiſtable; and one may therefore ſafely 
ſay, that they are the moſt profligate Set of 
right rank Rebels that ever yet appear'd; for 
every Rebellion has pretended one, or both, of 
thoſe Caſes that make the Subject's Reſiſtance 
lawful; either that the Conſtitution was in- 
vaded, or that the Supremacy was not com- 
pleat, but wanted the Concurrence of one Part 
or other of the Legiſlature, ſo as to bear Room 
and a Colour for Reſiſtability : In the Barons 
Wars they had one at leaſt, and in the Rebel- 
lion of Forty One, they pretended at leaſt, both 
thoſe Caſes that make Reſiſtance lawful; viz. 
That the fundamental Rights of the Subject 
were actually invaded; and the unjuſt and fa- 
tal Defection of one of the Branches of the 
Legiſlature from the KinG, without whoſe 

Con- 
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Concurrence to the Expreſſions, of it ſelf the 
Royal Will is not abſolutely and fully irreſiſti- 
ble, made the other. But Providence has left 
no room for our High-Way Sparks to inſinuate 
either of theſe Cafes, to varniſh their Diſloyat- 
ty withal ; but they fly in the Face of their ac- 
knowledg'd King, acting in full Conſent with 
his Lords and Commons ; Jack Straw and Wat 
Tyler were Men of Honour, in Compariſon to 
our HighWay-men, whoſe Behaviour, from 
the Day His Majeſty came to the Crown, to 
this, has been one continu'd Scene of Diſtèſpect, 
Faction, Sedition and Rebellion towards him; 
and J muſt obſerve to the lower Gentry of the 
black Order of the High- Way, that to the 
immortal Diſparagement of their Rank, they 
have, within the ſpace of little more than half 
a Century, twice now thrown their Country 
into the Confuſions of Civil War; for as their 
Drum Ecclefiaſtick was made uſe of, as the chief 
Incentive, to ſtir up the People to the unnatu=- 
ral Rebellion 1 King Charles; ſo it is now, 

They that have been made the chief Tools to 
bring the Nation to the Borders of the ſame 
Calamity, under King GEORGE, and by 
exactly parallel Steps and Pretences, the Dan- 
ger of the Church was the Cant then, as tis 
now with them; and this too from the ſame 
Hands, their Biſhops, and their King ; the ſame 
Clamours againſt the Miniſtry, and as then, 
they firſt fell off trom their Duty to their Bifhops, 
whom they revil'd and miſrepreſented, under 


odious Characters, ſhameleſs and indecent Re- 
D llections, 


6 
flections, and treated their Metropolitan with 
all Manner of barbarous Uſage ; in which, our 
preſent Set of lower Clergy of the High-Way, 
have faithfully follow'd the Copy; for I dety 
Inſtances of greater Abuſe, or more ſcurrilous 
and foul mouth d Names to be produc'd of 
Arch-Biſhop Laud, and the then Reverend Bi- 
ſhops, from the Pulpits, Prints, or Mouths of 
ſome of the inferior lower Clergy in thoſe Days, 
than our preſent Incendiaries of that Cloth 
daily expreſs their canonical Obedience, to their 
now Reverend, and moſt Reverend Fathers in 
God by, as in the late Times. I ſay, the infe- 
rior clerical Tools that ſtirr'd up the People firſt, 
fell off from their Biſhops railing at, and revil- 
ing them, and'thence judicially harden'd into 
an Habituality of Civil Diſobedience alſo, ſo 
as without all Senſe of Shame, to preach Fa- 
ction inſtead of Faith, and Rebellion inſtead of 
Peace; ſo has it been the ſame now; and change 
but Popery, which was then their Cry, for 
. Presbytery, which is now, and there cannot be 
a more exact Parallel, between the Part the 
corrupt lower Clergy then acted, and now; 
then they threw the Nation into the contrary 
Extream of Phanaticiſm and Anarchy, whilſt 
they pretended to be flying from Popery; And 
now, O good God! How near had their Folly 
and Madneſs brought us to Popery and Slavery, 
whilſt they pretend to fly Presbytery and Anar- 
chy; and yet ſo ſtrange an Infatuation poſſeſſes 
theſe Men, that they are ready on all Occaſions 
to upbraid thoſe Times to others, and ſee not 
themſelves 
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themſelves acting the ſame part, over again, 
under a Cloak of Paſf/ve-Obedience and Non 
Reſiſtance, a more vile and impudent one than 
that of the feigned Sanctity of thoſe Days: But 
as they went beſides themſelves in the Matter 
of that State Farce of Sacheverell, when the late 
Miniſtry put the Doctor upon the Nation; fo 
they are not yet cool'd from that over-heat of 
Brain, but as then they madly miſtook for a 
Pattern of Paſſive-Obedience, and a Confeſſor for 
that Doctrine of the Church, him, whoſe whole 
Action was a moſt flagrant Violation of it, 
and who ought rather to have been condemn'd 
and {tigmatiz'd for the ſolemn Tranſgreſſion of 
it and good Manners; and finding, Speaking 
evil of Dignities, from that religious Maſſinello, 
to pats for Paſſive- Obedience, and railing at 
the Government, and calling his lawful Go- 
vernours, Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Names, as Vol- 
pones, and God's ſnorting Vicegerents ; for duti- 
ful Demeanor and Non-Refiſtance, have let 
that falſe Notion take ſuch faſt hold of their 
Thoughts, as to practice on the ſame kind of 
Sacheverelian Paſſive-Obedience, that they are 
chang'd from Miniſters of God, to Incendia- 
ries, compoling for Sermons politick and po- 
pular Harangues, contriv'd to inflame and pro- 
mote Diſturbances, their Care of Souls, to 
Management at Elections and Party Study: 
And that thou 0:7, eminent for Loyalty, 
ſhould'ſt become a S:nk of Faction and Sedi- 
tion! A Seminary of Diſaffection! An Aca- 
demy to train up Rebels and Firebrands! A 
27 2 Sanctuary 


c. ow rye Fe 7 GE = AS a — 
— tt. © = = - 


(20) 
Sanctuary for the King's Maligners to plot and 


draw Schemes of Treaſon in! To be dragg'd 


from even under thoſe vencrable Piles of thine, 
rais'd not to be Dens for ſuch Thieves, and 
that bluſh for their preſent Inhabitants: What 
Luſtrations will be ſufficient to purge a Body ſo 
corrupt How halt chou forteited all thy Glo- 
ry of withſtanding Popery in a late Reign, by 
doing more to bring it in in this? How jultly 
now may thy Terra Filius play over again the 
Tic 44x41: tO thy whole beſotted Body? What 
Part of this Monſter grown ſhall I ſtare at firſt? 
Ye dignitied Dotards its Heads? Battening in 
Eaſe and Sleep, and enclos'd in your own Fat : 
Is it tor this you doze over Folio's of Divinity, 
and Caſes ot Conſcience, to act at laſt like Men 
deſtitute of common Morality and Humanity, 


and, in Contradiciion to all that is Solemn, 


break thro” every Office of ſocial Life, and fly 
in the Face of your King and Country, its Laws, 
Governours, and Goverment? Is this per- 


forming what you promis'd the King in your' 


Addreſs after his Arrival; To train up the Touth, 
committed to your Care, in Loyalty, &c. To be- 
come Proteſiors of Diſloyalty to him, Tutors of 
Diſobedience, Lecturers of Riots and Tumults, 
and Preachers of Rebellion? How can ye expect 
but when the Rebellion and Troubles that you 
have promoted are over, the incenſed Nation 
ſhould demand Juſtice upon you from the Le- 
giſlature, and have you pulled from your Cells, 
and ſent to graze with your Fugitive Patrons 
and Pretender ? Repent for Shame, and do your 


firſt 


\ . 


(21) 

firſt Works, crawl upon your Knees to the King, 
perhaps, as he is Mercitui, he may forgive ſuch 
a Set of Shimet's, and talk no more of Paſſive- 
Obedience, till you practice better the Duties 
of Active. | | 

Or ye the younger hot brain'd Gownd-mob, 
fit to be taught Manners by Dragoons, ye unac- 
countable beſotted Wretches, what can ye mean, 
or what would ye be at? Are theſe Actions the 
Earneſt to your Country of -your future La- 
bours and Services? Are gon the precious Herd 
of black Cattle, but fitter at preſent tor Horns 
and Hoots, than Hoods and Tippets, that muſt 
in a little Time be tranſplanted thro' the King- 
dom, Patterns and weekly Monitor: to the 
People of their Duty to God and the King ? 
Are you they that muſt preach Peace, M arc row 
the Ringleadors of Riot and Sedit on, more 
like the Sons oft Barrabbas than Aaron: Are you 
they that wil! even obtund your Pariſhoncrs Ears, 
with, Let every Soul be ſubject unto the higher 
Powers, for there is no Power but of God, and the 
Powers that be are ordain'd of God; and they that 
reſiſt ſpall recieve to themſelves Damnation And, 
Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for 
the Lord's Sake, whether is be to the King as Su- 
pream, or unto Gove: aours as unto them that are 
ſent by him, who induſtriouſly ſet your ſelves 
againſt the King and his Miniſters, all the 
Laws of your Country, and its Powers, in all 
the Points of brutiſh Oppoſition? Are you thoſe 
that muſt warn Men againſt /peaking evil of Dig- 
nities, that thou ſhalt not ſpeak. evil of the Ruler 
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of thy People; I wiſt not Brethren it was the High 
Prieſt, who brandiſh your Tongues daily againſt 
your Sovereign, with barbarous Inſults and in- 


decent Reflections, and treat your Biſhops with 


all the Expreſſions of Reproach? Are you thoſe 
who mult ſet out to Men the Horrors of Per- 
jury and Treachery, that forget that Oath of 
your Allegiance, and fayour and drink the 
Health of an abjur'd Impoſture? Are theſe the 
Recommendations of Oxford Inſtitution to the 
World, the Fruits of ingenuous Arts, and Libe- 
ral Education ? Had you blown up your Thea- 
ter, burnt your Schools and Bodleyan Treaſure, 
pull'd down your Colleges with your own Hands, 
you had acted a fober Part, in Compariſon to 
what you do, and the Miſchief you had done, 
would have been inconſiderable to that which 
you have occaſion'd, whilſt you ſcatter Fire- 
brands in earneſt, and raiſe Flames not to be 


quench'd but with Blood. 


Adherence to the Church of England, as by Law 


Eſtabliſbd. Another eſſential Characteriſtick of 


a genuine Tory, is, firm Adherence to the 
Church of England, as by Law eſtabliſh'd, ex- 
preſt by a conſtant Attendance on her Worſhip, 
an unfeign'd Aſſent to her Doctrines, by direct- 
ing their .Lives by them, ar leaſt, not living 
in the groſſeſt profeſt Contradiction to her Inſti- 
tutions, and a zealous Contribution of their 
Endeavours to her Preſervation; for theſe 


make up together the Notion and Character of 


what we call a true Church-man ; and tho' our 
Highway-Men roar and bellow, and would 
fain 
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fain bear the World in Hand that all is their 
own here, and who but they for Church-men 
calling themſelves inftcad of Highway-Men, 
Highchurch- Men, and all that; and that it is all 
out of their abundant Care and: Love for the 
Church, and tor her Sake, forſooth, that they 
expoſe themſelves as they do, and ſacrifice to- 
_ gether, with their Civil Intereſts, their very 
Principles of Civil Duty, Paſſive-Obedience 
and Loyalty, to the Superior Obligation that 
they are under, to ſupport the Church of Chriſt, 
as eſtabliſh'd among us; ſo that tho' "tis true, 
the Church and King us'd always to go together 
in their Prayers, their Converſational Wiſhes 
and Healths; yet ſince they find they. cannot be 
true to both, they are forc'd to give up one to 
maintain the other, and the Intereſts of their 
Religion, good Men being dearer to them than 
Civil Relations; they are forc'd to drop King 
GEORGE, as in Conjunction with the Church, 
in the ſolemn Burden of their Grace, in their 
good Wiſhes over their Cups, and in their 
Prayers at Church, where by riſing up, or by 
a gadding and unattentive Air, your mod iſn 
Highway People ſignify to the Congregation, 
that their Devotion and Aſſent is ſuſpended, 
when the Prayers for King GEORGE are of- 
fer'd up by the reſt; but thoſe once over they fall 
in again with the Aſſembly with a great deal of 

devout Sincerity. | 
Well, but let us try theſe high and mighty, 
theſe only Churchmen by the Notes above, and 
ſee how they will bear the Touch; and here 
we 
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we find them manifeſt Counterfeits by every 
Note. 

Firſt, As to the Firſt, Attendance on the 
Churches pull xæE Worſhip, they have a very 
bad Title that Way, for 'tis no new Obſerya- 
tion, that this noiſy Highway Set, that are the 
popular Sticklers or the Church, and keep 
the greateſt ſtir about its Danger, come ſel- 
domer there than thoſe they charge with In- 
difference and Luke-Warmneſs to it, ſo as even 
to a Jeſt, and a By-Word; to have it ſaid, 
O, hc goes to Church too often to be a good 
Churchman, and ſo the other Way; and indeed 
it. appears, that they either frequent not the 
publick Worſhip as often as they ſhould, or at- 
tend and diſcharge it not with the Devotion 
they ought ; or elſe that neceſſary Petition in the 
Litany; From all Sedition, Privy Conſpiracy and 
Rebellion, Good Lord deliver us, would have had 
a better Eite& upon them, than it has at pre- 
ſent. 

Then for the Second Note, An unfeigned 
Aſſent to her Dodtrines, by directing their 
Lives by them, at leaſt, not living in the groſs- 
eſt Contradictions to her Inſtitutions; and 
here they appear impudent Hypocrites, ſelf- 
conceited, and whulit they are pretending to 
ſupport her, contemn and abuſe her, in the 
tendereſt Parts of her Conſtitution, after a 
molt barbarous Manner. 

1/t. According to their own Conſtruction of 
the Churches Opinion, Paſſive-Obedience in the 
higher Senſe above ſpecity'd, is even a funda- 
mental Doctrine of the Church of England: 

How 
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How well they obſerve the Churches Voice, as 
to that we have heard. 

Well, If Paſſive- Obedience be not her Do- 
ctriae, yet common Loyalty is ſo particularly ex- 
preſt, that tis part of her firſt Rudiments, ſore 
of the Milk her Children imbibe from her, in 
her Catechiſm, To obey the King : What Regard 
theſe High-Way Children of Diſobedience, 
pay to this eminent Part of the Churches Do- 
ttrines, and how they conform themſelves to 
her Order, their Actions as well as Words 
loudly proclaim for them: Well, but ſome of 
them will here cock upon it perhaps, and having 
ſo far diſcharg'd a legal Obedience, that the 
Law cannot for any Overt Act, lay hold of 
them for the contrary, will inſiſt, they have 
here not {werv'd from the Churches Precept; 
yet this is not all, the Church not only com- 

mands to obey the King, but to hozour him 
alſo, the doing of which the Scripture has ſo 
cloſely connected with the Fear of God, that 
I dare not ſeparate them : Bur bring me one 
Highway-Man who here will have the Front 
ſo much as to pretend, that he has not daily, 
knowingly, and deliberately, both conſented 
to, and acted in Violation of this Church Do- 
ctrine, and who inſtead of honouring the 
King, by propagating Reſpect and worthy 
Thoughts of him, and doing what that Phraſe 
comprehends, has not induſtriouſly dishonour'd 
him, by doing publickly that which S 
forbids to do, even in Thought, or in ones 
Bed-chamber. n 


E Well, 
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Well, but the Church of England's true Sons 
muſt not let their Loyalty ſtop here neither ; 
they mult not only Honour and obey the King, 
but, all that are put in Authority under him: 
Where are you now, ye Highway-Men ? Is this 
the Voice of your Mother? Or are you whoſe 
Mouths are perpetually full of Curſing and Bit- 
terneſs againſt thoſe ſhe charges Obedience 
to, and reſpectful Treatment from her Sons? 

Another notable Piece of Church of England 
Doctrine, is, ſimple Veracity and Faithfulneſs 
in Oaths and Promiſes, and to {wear as ſhe ex- 
preſſes it in her 39th Article, In Juſtice, Judg- 
ment, and Truth, not to ſwear to ſerve any pre- 
ſent End or Turn whatſoever, but with the ut- 
moſi Caution, and with all thoſe Regards due 
to an Appeal to the Omniſcient God, and 
exactly weighing the Lawfulneſs of the Matter of 
our Oath, be it Promiſſory or Aflertory in the 
Scale of Judgment and Conſcience, before we 
take it; and when took, to perform it accord- . 
ing to true meaning, and the Impoſers known 
Intent, without Recourſe either to Equivoca- 
tion, Mental Reſervation, or Abſolution by 
Diſpenſation from any Power on Earth: All 
which Popiſh Eluſions, ſhe declares againſt and 
renounces, as flat Lying and Perjury, and all 
other Similutory Arts, as Papiſtical and Jeſuiti- 
cal, tending to fruſtrate the End of all Teſti- 
mony, by which the Truth and Veracity of 
Mankind, upon which all the Correſpondences 
of the World, ſocial and negotiatory do ſubſiſt, 
is ſecur'd. But our Highway-Blades, not only 
in the leſs. ſolemn and ſacred * 
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of Life, practice all the diſingenuous Arts of 
Equivocation, and villainouſly abuſe the Teſts 
of mutual Confidence in Converſation, with re- 
ſerv'd and double Meanings; thus propoſe the 
King's Health to a Highway-Man, he ſhall 
pledge you, meaning the Pretender; tye him 
down to King GEORGE, and ſtop his equivo- 
cal Mouth, and preſently he diſlikes the Addi- 
tion as Innovation, and begs your Pardon, and 
will drink, the King, only the old Way. Thus 
ſome have juſtly ſuſpected, that by their Cry 
that the Church is in Danger, ſo far as they 
were really concern'd for it, they meant the 
Church of Rome, or if the Church of England, 
they ſpoke from the Conſciouſneſs of their own 
Deſigns againſt it, as knowing it was really ſo 
from themſelves; but theſe are but petty Shuf- 
flings alas! How often have theſe Gentlemen 
bound themſelves, by ſolemn and ſacred Oath, 
to perform Faith and true Allegiance to that 
King they were then meditating Rebellion a- 
gainit, and whilſt they had the Oaths in their 
Mouths, had Treaſon in their Hearts, com- 
ing recking from their dark Cabals, to abjure 


that Pretender whoſe Intereſt they were carrying 


on; and to add to the Horror of the Impiety, 
making the Holy Sacrament it ſelf deſign'd pre- 
viouſly to quicken the Conſcience, and make 
it more tenderly feel the moral Obligation of 
an Oath, a Proſtitute to their Deſigns, and a 
preparative Blind to their Perjury : Tis plain, 
that Men acting thus are utter Apoſtates to 
the Church of England's Doctrine, and are either 


downright Atheiſts, if * are ſuch Monſters 
2 In 
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in Nature, and not to be bound by any moral 
or religious Tyes ; or it of any Religion at all, 
muſt be of that which only can relieve their 
Conſciences and Repurations, by admitting to 
play faſ: and looſe with Oaths, by Equivo- 
cation and mental Reſervations, and pretend- 
ing to that more than human Authority, of diſ- 
pen ſing with Oaths, either by ſimply untye ing 
the moral Knot, or remitting the Guilt and 
Puniſhment of the venial Crime; to ſay the 
Matter of their Oaths, is, in it ſelf, unlawful, 
and conſequently, by intrinſick Defect, in it ſelf 
not obligatory, rather heightens then dimi- 
niſhes their Guilt, having ſo often deliberately 
taken them. | 

A Third Inſtance of a true Son of the Church 
of England, is, his zealous contributing his 
Endeavours for her Preſervation, Men that 
fail off from the Church's Fundamental Princi- 


ples and Doctrines, can never, by any other 
Services, pretend to heal up the Wounds they 


give her, do what they will beſide: But our 
H:ighway-M.ns Kindneſs to her is all of a Piece, 
as they have lett her in Principle and Practice, 
ſo to compleat their Favour, they would eſta- 
bliſh her upon Perjury, and make her flouriſh 
by Diſloyalty and Treachery, and which is 
more 2 Paradox, ſecure her by giving her up to 
her mortal and inveterate Enemy, the Church 
of Rome, by ſubjecting her to a Popiſh 
Head, and conſequently and mediately to the 
Pope himſelf: For where is the Difference be- 
tween owning immediately a King to be ſu- 
pream Head of the Church, that owns the Pope 
- tO 
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to be his ſupream Head, and directly owning 
the Pope himſelf to be ſo? If I am your Head, 
and he is mine in that very Reſpect that I am 
yours, he is plainly yours as well as mine, and 
the Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy being the firſt Ar- 
ticle of the Reformation, the giving up that is, 
in Effect, giving up all; and even a Heathen 
King may reign more conſiſtently with the Na- 
ture of our Church and Reformation, than a 
Papiſt, becauſe the Supremacy may terminate 
and reſt in him, but under a Popiſh King it 
cannot do ſo, but neceſſarily paſſes thro him 
to the Pope, the Abrenunciation of whoſe Su- 
premacy, being the Ground of our - Church 
and Reformation, ſhews that a Popiſh King 
ſubverts it, and is a Contradiction to the very 
nature and being of our Reformation, neceſſa- 
rily implying the Reſtitution of that Supremac 

to the Pope, the Rejection of which is its El- 
ſence and Conſtitution. R 


Pride and Uncharitablensſs. 


Let the laſt Inſtance, for Proof that the 
Highway-Men are no Tories, be their Pride 
and Uncharitableneſs; the Tory was a civil, 
well bred, courteous Perſon, eaſie and conver- 
ſible, frank, open, and condeſcenfive, and a 
Man of Manners; but our Highway-Folks, 
that at preſent would paſs for ſuch, are the Re- 
verſe of all this, haughty, ſtiff, ſullen, ill- na- 
tur d Brutes, deſpiſing all Mankind but them- 
ſelves, will hardly ſtoop to repay the common 
Forms and outward Ceremonies of Civility to 
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any who has the Character of not being entire- 
ly for their Highway, their breeding Lyes all 
among themſelves, and their good Manners 
fpend themſelves in Payment and Repayment 
to each other, but all within themſelves; none 
of the precious Commodity amongſt them, 
call'd Courteſy, is permitted to go abroad, or 
be ſquanderd away upon a foreign Subject; 
you ſhall have more outward Reſpc& from a 
Quaker, than either outward or inward from 
Highway-Men, if you fall among them, and 
are not one of them; they think no Body elſe 
worth ſpeaking to, worth drinking to, worth 
notice, unleſs to abuſe and reflect upon; if they 
cannot overlook you, but muſt ſee you, 'tis 
with Eyes full of Diſdain and Spite ; tho' you 
are never ſo much a Stranger, if they have but 
the Hint that you do not belong to the High- 
Way, or by ſome of their Teſts find it ſo, you 
had better fall amongk Turks or Savages, you 
would hardly think your ſelf in an hoſpitable 
Country; ſower Faces, ſcornful Eyes, bitter 
Jeſts are preſently diſcharg'd upon you, and by 
2 Thouſand rude Intimations you are given to 
underſtand, it is your beſt Way to be gone, 
there is no Eaſe nor Quiet whilſt you are there, 
becauſe they cannot be free, as they call it, 
that is, talk Treaſon in High-Way Language, 
which 1s Pain to them to forbear, and they are 
forc'd in the mean time to eaſe themſelves with 
Whiſpers and Innuendo's, Jobs, Royal-Ex- 
change, and the Joung Gentleman beyond the Wa- 
ter, and ſuch myſterious Cant; in ſhort they 
have 2 profound Reſpe& and A for 
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themſelves, but are Bears to the reſt of Man- 
kind, haughty, inſolent, intolerable, they fer 
up for a People within themſelves, treating all 
beſides as Creatures of a different inferior Spe- 
cies; in their own Conceit all is theirs, the 
Land was made for them only, no body elſe, 
has any Right, Liberty, or Property, Civil ox 
Religious; the Church is theirs, and they only 
are its true Members, they diſpoſe of Church 
Mcmberſhip, Church and Un- church as they 
will, and to do them Right, they are no Re- 
ſpecters of Perſons, having, at preſent, ſtruck 
off but the King and Royal Family, the greateſt 
Part of the Biſhops, the Houſe of Lords and 
Commons from their Role of Churchmen; 
the Conſtitution and civil Government is their 
own. too, and no bodies elſe, all others are 
Aliens and Enemies to it but they: Is he a 
Highway-Man? O then he is a true Englifb 
Man, otherwiſe, qualify himſelf as he pleaſes, 
he is not fit for any Place of Profit or Prefer- 
ment, and they ſeem to be touch'd with ſome= 
thing of Thraſzlaus's Diſtemper, that mad 
Athenian, which fancy'd all the Ships that came 
in or out of the Pireum his own : So theſe mad 
with Pride and Self-conceit, fancy themſelves 
the Nation, a kind of Aborigines, in Compari- 
ſon of whom, all elſe are Intruders and Inter- 
| lopers. They deal and trade with, and ſpeak 
well of no Body elſe. They eat all their good 
Things among themſelves, like Saints and 
Quakers. They Marry among themſelves like 
any Gypfies, Rope-Dancers, or Papiſts, and a 
Highway-man of the + ſhall ramble you 

to 
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to t'other end of the Kingdom to fetch you a 
Highway-man's Daughter of the North to breed 
upon, to croſs the Strain, like that of Fighting 
Cocks, which is obſerved to make the Breed the 
fiercer : They are more ſelfiſh then Jews, and 
like them hate and ſcorn all Mankind bur 
their own dear wretched Tribes, and think 
it as great an Abomination to eat Bread with 
a Low-Church-man , as an AÆgyptian here- 
tofore with a Hebrew. The Word High, which 
they ſo affect, I look on as expreflice of their 
Vanity, that they reckon themſelves above o- 
thers ; being the generality of them ſo far 
as my penetration goes, an empty hollow, in- 
ſincere, puft-up, arrogant, imperious, aſſum- 
ing, ſtupid and ignorant Set, that will ſtick 
at nothing to ſatisfy their Malice, Avarice, 
or Ambition; ſo far poſſeſt with the Spi- 
rit of Contradiction, that they reſolve to 
be Knaves, merely becauſe others, whom 


they would not have to be ſo, are Honeſt, 


and to whom, be they what they will, they 
are reſolved to bear oppoſition : They will 
neither ſerve the King themſelves in his Ex- 
igencies, nor let others do it; and like the 
Dog in the Manger, not be Loyal themſelves, 
and yet-grin at every one that is ſo; ſo per- 
fe& and impeccable as to Sanctify, and change 
the Nature of Actions; always in the Right, 
therefore do what they will : Their very Re- 
bellion is better Loyalty than the faithfulleſt 
Services of others, and they are Traytors 
more laudably, then others are good Subjects; 
others Obedience is all Trick and Hypocriſy. 
Their 
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Their very Villanies are well meant, Whilſt 

they are doing things they ought to be 
Hang'd for, they will tell you that every Body 
knows they are Honeſt and Loyal, Do what they 
can againſt the in every Body knows 


{till they are worthy Men, and always for 
the Church. O happy Highway- men that can- 
not do amiſs, whoſe Name turns Vice to Ver- 
tue, and oppoſition to whom, yitiates Vertue 
itſelf, and makes Reprobates of God's E- 
lect! Theſe Vicious Qualities make them as 
troubleſome to themſelves in their Converſa- 
tions, when their ill Humours want other 
Matter to prey upon, as they are unſuffer- 
able to others: The Subject of Converſation 
is 2 the Commendation of themſelves, 
and running down all that differ from them; 
extolling the Vertue and Merit of the late Mini- 
ſtry, and the Wiſdom and Fidelity of their. Ma- 
nagement; falſly exaggerating the rawneſs unex- 
periencedneſs, and unfaithfulneſs of this and their 
never- to- be- forgot diſaffection to the Church; 
with particular Perſonal Remarks, Jokes and 
Stories, by way of merriment upon the chief 
Inſtruments. But as a Company made up of 
roud, ill-natur'd, poſitive and opinionated 
erſons, ſeldom part without Contradiction 
and Confuſion, ſo theſe Gentlemen each mak- 
ing himſelf the Standard of a Churchman, 
the Rule of Honeſty, and none of them be- 
ing willing to give way, uſually fall. foul on 
each other, and break up with Diſorder. 
Thoſe of the Black Order are the. moſt unfor- 
tunate this way at their Meetings to exhi- 
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lerate themſelves at their Viſitations or Aſſizes; 
where, after they have Drunk the Healths of 
thoſe that lie under the Diſpleaſure of the 
Government, reflected on the King, the Roy- 
al Family, Houſe of Lords and Commons, 
irrided the Arch-biſhops and Biſhops, and 
done all thoſe Things of that kind that trus 
Highway-men uſe : The next Thing is to 
Roa ard Bare ſome poor unfortunate Low 
Church-Brother, whom they have drawn in 
for that purpoſe, upon whom their Convoca- 
tion Men are now ſlipt (Men uſually choſe for 
Party Violence, and for holding Vertue to 
conſiſt not in medio but extremis, and that 
Moderation therefore is none ; as a worthy 
Perſon in the Veſt recommended himſelf to 
their Choice, only by going to Law with the 
late Biſhop of Salisbury) who to their great 
Satisfaction and Admiration diſplay all their 
popular High-Church Oratory upon him, and 
mumble him without Mercy, till he finding 
Means to ſhoot the Pit, and make his eſcape, ' 
leaves the mutinous Highway-Spirit to itſelf ; 
which having nothing elſe to tear, turns upon 
itſelf uſually, and the Scene cloſes with Riot, 
Tumult and Hurly-burly. | 

Let the laſt Inſtance as Proof that High- 
way=men are no Tories, be their Uncharita- 
bleneſs ; the Church of England diſtinguiſhes 
herſelf by an extenſive and unconfined Chari- 
ty, is tender of pronouncing abſolate Dam- 
nation of any Men, owns a hope and poſ- 
ſibility of Salvation in the Church of Rome, 
tho' ſhe is pleaſed not to allow it us back a- 
| gain ; 
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gain ; but now our Highway-men are fo far 
from this Charitable Spirit, that like perfect 
Puritans, as if they only were the Elect, they 
pronounce Damnation even to all of their 
own Communion that will not run with them 
to the ſame exceſs of Riot; Un- church them for 
every Party Punctilio, and Damn them for a 
Vote at a Country Election, as for the Sin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; and becauſe they will 

not, upon all Occaſions, make theirs, not their 
own Conlcience or Intereſt the Rule of their 
Actions. 

From the whole therefore I conclude, 
That our preſent Highway-men are no Tories, 
and pray therefore, all true Lovers of the 
Church of England, and that adhere to her 
Principles to depart from the Tents of theſe 
wicked Men, that have rebelled both againſt 
Moſes and Aaron, plunged in repeated Perju- 
ries, and arc in a fair way not to die the com- 
mon death of all Men, unleſs they Repent. 


Which God grant they may. 
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